
Town of Mount Airy

Water and Sewer Commission

Meeting Minutes – November 2, 2011

Commission members in attendance:  Secretary Dick Swanson, Don Maxey, and Greg Siegner.  Council Liaison Scott Strong and Greg Zamensky are excused absences.

The meeting of the Water and Sewer Commission was called to order at 7:05 pm.

Minutes:  Don Maxey moved to approve the minutes of the October 5, 2011 meeting as amended.  Seconded by Greg Siegner and approved by unanimous vote.

Old Business:  

Code Changes:  Dick Swanson presented a draft memorandum to the Mayor and Town Council recommending changes to Chapter 38 of the Mount Airy Code.  The Commission suggested two changes to the Code to clarify the responsibilities and reporting requirements of the Water and Sewer Commission.  The Commission approved the memorandum.  A copy of the memorandum is included as part of the minutes.

Hydroelectric:  Given the electricity requirements to operate the water and sewer systems, the members discussed the potential for harnessing storm water runoff and waste water discharge to generate electricity.  The members agreed that more research needs to be done to determine if it is economically feasible at the WWTP.  It appears more “iffy” to generate electricity from storm water runoff.  There is concern that Mount Airy does not have enough runoff to make such a project economically viable.  Electrical generators are commercially available to generate electricity from the flow in sewer lines.  Given possible issues with adequate flow and potential problems created by backpreasure, and flow buildup, the Commission believes that this alternative does not appear to be workable at this time.

E-Bills:  Previously the Commission discussed adding e-billing and electronic payment to the water and sewer billing system.  The Commission agreed that a cost analysis needs to be performed in order to determine the potential addition cost and expected savings.   

New Business:

Don Maxey recommended  that the Commission have topographical maps of Mount Airy and the surrounding area in order to better assess the potential for additional water sources.  In addition to asking the Town Engineer what is already available either at the Town or county level, the Commission should look into obtaining digital topo maps from the USGS.

Adjournment:  Dick Swanson moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Greg Siegner and passed by unanimous vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Water and Sewer Commission is Wednesday, December 7, 2011 at 7:00 pm in the Town Hall.

Prepared by,

Dick Swanson, Secretary


